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Rawlings, rjofie Kinnan The Sojourner 
Scribner. Jan. 1953. 313p. $3.50. 

That all ten years have passed since Mrs. Rawlings 
published the justly beloved novel, The Yearling, seems 
somehow incredible, because the scene and the people 
and events The Yearling linger vividly memory. 
And because like novel that long, leisurely, with 
feeling for language well for the multitudinous 
little things too often forget count our bless- 
ings, and with respect for, affection for human 
beings with all their weaknesses and unpredictable 
goodness, like The Sojourner mighty fine and count 
the ten years well spent Mrs. Rawlings. One would 
hesitate nominate this novel for immortality; but 
will, surely, outlive stacks fiction currently and re- 
cently labelled “great” which have already gone the 
limbo publishers’ remainders and pocket-size reprints. 


That Mrs. Rawlings has poet’s feeling for nature— 
for growing things and the seasons their 
abundantly evident her two previous novels laid 
interior Florida and her account her own living place 
Cross Creek. One might have expected that she 
would have set her third novel again that land she 
knows well and skillfully recreates South Moon 
Under and the aforementioned The Yearling. But The 
Sojourner’s scene upper New York State, some- 
where west Albany and east Buffalo, and little 
the north the Mohawk River valley. The setting 
almost important the people who inhabit 
forms sort musical score interpreting the moods 
and meaning the lives the men and the women 
whose story the simple plot, plot which content 
with the complications that arise from the personalities 
and events the microcosmos family farming 
community. 


Amelia Linden had loved her husband when she mar- 
him and when she brought forth her first son, Ben- 
jamin, while she still hoped that would provide her 
the fine house had been promised for his work 
his father’s lands; but when accepted, without pro- 
test, being cheated that promise, she hated him for 
coward and hated her second son, Asahel. Benjamin 
she cherished; Asahel she despised. Benjamin laughed 
her and left her; was 
remained work the farm and endure her shrewish 
spite, her unreasoning bitterness. Asahel was the so- 
journer, the stay home. And Mrs. Rawlings has 
endowed him with patience and goodness that 
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makes him epic figure that reminds Olaf 
Sigrid Undset’s Master Hestviken. long- 
suffering, taciturn, kindly man whose never 
quite banished the devotion his quick-witted and 
merry-tempered wife, Nellie. intended one 
those men described the Old Testament verse, 
“For are strangers before thee, and sojourners, 
were all our fathers; our days this earth are 
shadow, and there none abiding.” Though Ase’s 
vindication painfully delayed, comes deservedly 
before the end. 
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Ase’s real friends are few and out-of-ordinary: the old 
Indian, Mink Fisher, became sense his spiritual 
father when his own father failed him and Mink taught 
the boy the virtues silence and quiet movement, the 
skills fishing and woodlore. And though wan- 
dered far, Mink returns, starving, Ase fulfill 
mission had set himself for “the boy” and dies only 
when done. Tim McCarthy was small wander- 
ing Irishman with gift for music and friendship and 
fault drinking; but taught Ase play the flute 
and helped him much tried him. 


Ase’s land prospered, for the most part; though there 
were times drought and bitter frost. The author, 
seems me, has identified her own sensitivity with 
Ase’s, and the turning the seasons, the planting 
crops and their reaping, the busy monotony winter 
chores and the exultance spring and autumn, are 
portrayed muted hymn earth with its fruits and 
frustrations. There are few completely mean and hate- 
ful people this book; even Amelia, the mother ob- 
sessed with foolish fondness for wayward son, 
though she acts like witch and grow look like one, 
evokes least mite sympathy. And that, some- 
how, should be. 


The Literary Guild begins the new year with auspi- 
cious choice that will difficult match twelve- 


month. 
Richard Conlin, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Johnson, Edgar 

Charles Dickens: His Tragedy and Triumph 
Simon Schuster. Jan. 1953. vols., 1158p. $10.00. 
Although the trend the biographical writings the 
present general away from the monumental two- 
volume “life-and-letters” pattern set the 19th cen- 
tury, there are figures whom only this definitive bio- 
graphical approach can justice—and Dickens 
surely one. Many decades have now elapsed since the 
publication what has long been thought the 
definitive life, the great man’s close friend, Forster, 
and much new material has been made available; 
was time, then, for thorough new survey Dickens— 
his life, his works, and their significance; these two 
volumes provide that survey, and would seem safe 
say that Edgar Johnson has given them what will 
supersede Forster the definitive Dickens biography. 
Mr. Johnson has long been known historian and 
theorist the art biography; now takes his place 
one its foremost practitioners. 


Even those who are but superficially acquainted with 
Dickens’ life and literary career know the significance 
the biography’s subtitle; setting aside the question 
whether not the word “tragedy” properly used 
describe the series calamities which marked his life 
for nearly six decades, there question that 
from childhood on, Dickens was, all its forms, ac- 
quainted with grief—and that his literary and elocu- 
tionary triumphs were peaks life that had its val- 
leys, and these all makings—financial, psychological, 
sociological, and emotional. usually pointed out 
that Dickens shows most what knew from per- 
sonal experience about the seamy side life David 
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Copperfield; Edgar Johnson points out that, with his 
first great success, and that through which the comic 
genius shines most clearly Pickwick 
Dickens shows awareness, this case the many 
short tales interpolated throughout the Pickwick 
story, evil aspect life, and willingness dwell 
upon that evil, while asserting the ultimate triumph 
the good. 


The 19th century, almost more than any other, would 
seem have been one which men letters were 
profoundly influenced, for good bad, their women- 
folk, whom they were bound with variety ties; 
about some these relationships, e.g., that Ruskin 
and his unhappy wife-for-a-time, scholarship has but 
recently revealed the details. some the details 
Dickens’ romantic life have but récently come 
light—and Mr. Johnson takes what probably the best 
course refusing capitalize the most sensational— 
the liaison between Dickens and Ellen Ternan. She, 
along with the other women who played large 
part Dickens’ life—his unhappy wife, neé Catherine 
Hogarth, her sister, Georgina, whom Dickens re- 
mained devoted the end; Maria Beadnell, his first 
love, who re-entered his life when they were middle- 
aged; Angela Burdett Coutts, his epistolary confidante 
Johnson fits them all into his narrative, assigning 
them what seems the right importance, considered 
influences Dickens’ life and his work. 


Especially good accounts are given this biography 
what will be, contemporary American readers, in- 
teresting episodes the great man’s life—his two 
American tours, and his triumphal tour England 
reader his own works. 


Mr. Johnson aspires more this work than mere 
biography; provides sound critical appraisal 
each Dickens’ works. Taken together, these add 
respectable job literary criticism, and, final 
section, Dying and Undying Voice,” Mr. Johnson 
sums what believes Dickens’ literary and 
philosophical values, and finds their source “an 
almost endless relish for the richness and variety life 
and human nature, love experience that exulted 
the pure vividness with which things are themselves. 
Dickens liked and disliked people; was never merely 
had fastidious shrinkings, snobberies, dog- 
matic rejections.” effect, then, Johnson finds the 
source Dickens’ greatness where Chesterton had 
found it—in the now-despised qualities sympathy 
and sentiment. G.K.C. called Dickens “The last the 
great men”; Johnson applies him Arnold’s words 
about Keats: “he with Shakespeare.” 
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This is, then, fine biography, appealing not only 
Dickensians, but all who would know what sort 
age was the central part the Victorian era. The 
volumes are handsomely turned out, but one could 
wish that there had been adopted the device, useful 
long biographies, running page heads with date 


and age figures. 
Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 
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Selinko, Annemarie 
Morrow. Jan. 14, 1953. 594p. $4.50. 

The combination the name “Desiree” and the por- 
trait the extremely sultry-looking young woman with 
which the publishers have seen fit adorn the jacket 
going lure quite number people buy this 
book and then feel they have been cheated. They 
will not find here the usual mixture sex and blas- 
phemy under the usual eighteenth century veneer. 
There vulgar seduction this book and cheap 
swearing. This remarkably clever novel belongs the 
all-too-small class genuine historical fiction. 

This book the supposed diary, covering the years 
1794 1829, “Citizeness Bernadine Eugenie De- 
siree Clary,” daughter silk merchant Marseilles, 
sister-in-law Joseph Bonaparte, and wife Jean- 
Baptiste Bernadotte, Marshall France and later King 
Sweden. told breathless speed, that the 
great length the book passes almost unnoticed; and 
the telling has great charm watch the mind and 
heart the young girl develop and mature. the 
opening chapters Desiree casually meets the then poor 
and obscure Bonapartes, and falls instant and youth- 
ful victim Napoleon’s charm. Very skillfully 
shown the relationship between them, feeling 
Napoleon’s side that best described the word 
“affection” and Desiree’s “passionate hero-wor- 
ship”; and, mingling with these, kind brother-and- 
sister comradeship that endures the end. 
logically profound the scene which this hero- 
worship dies, Desiree, beside herself with emotion 
when she hears the engagement Napoleon and 
Josephine, runs toward the Seine, straight, literally, 
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into the arms her rescuer, Bernadotte, love his 
kindness and his strength for the rest her life. 


Malmaison, Rambouillet; historical 
names Talleyrand, these things have 
magic, and they lose none their sorcery this story 
some the most suspenseful years all history. 
But this book has more than mere glamor; brings 
people life. There plot the ordinary sense 
the word; the events history are plot enough. 
sure, Annemarie Selinko takes considerable liberties 
with history, but she disarms criticism her own 
footnote the story, which she says: “This book 
based history, but like every novel has its own 
reality. few incidents have departed from history 
because persuaded that history not always re- 
corded the last detail. the light own inter- 
pretation the characters and their reactions for 
one, have chosen believe that what might have hap- 
pened did happen.” The authoress far from being 
Shakespeare Scott; but she understands that the 
evocation the mood the age more important 
work art than the laborious and often sordid tran- 
scription detail. Bernadotte playing “La Marseil- 
laise” with one finger, Napoleon speaking with dazed 
exhaustion about the Beresina ice-floes—these things 
are moving. There plenty sentimentality this 
novel, since everything seen through the eyes and 
recorded middle class girl limited education; 
but that relief after much hard-boiled fiction, 
also relief read novel which there are 
sub-human villainous degenerate characters, .but strug- 
gling, often misguided, often men and 
women. 

Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College 

the Sacred Heart, 
Purchase, New York 


Herzog, Maurice 
Annapurna; First Conquest 
8000-Meter Peak 
Translated from the French Nea Morin and Janet Adam 
Smith. Cartographic and photographic documentation 
Marcel Ichac, with Introduction Eric Shipton. Dut- 
ton. Jan. 14, 1953. 316p. $5.00. 
June 1950, Maurice Herzog, leader the French 
Himalayan Expedition, and Louis Lachenal, another 
member the team that had arrived 
Nepal from Paris April 5th, stood for few ecstatic, 
pain-wracked moments the freezing summit the 
highest mountain ever climbed man: the mighty 
Annapurna, “Goddess the Harvests,” rising 8,075 
meters, 26,493 feet above sea level. 


The team’s assignment, based many months plan- 
ning back France, was climb either Dhaulagiri, 
8,167 meters (26,795 feet) or, that proved imprac- 
ticable, Annapurna. Elsewhere the Himalayas many 
attempts had been made conquer “eight thou- 
sander,” but thus far one had succeeded, although 
height 8,500 meters had been attained the Eng- 
lish climber Frank Smythe one the many fruitless 
efforts scale Mount Everest. 


Lugging four and half tons essential equipment, the 
party doubled its number making rendezvous with 
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its eight Sherpas. These men are Buddhists from cer- 
tain valley Nepal, tough, skilled climbing trans- 
alpine altitudes, and proverbially courageous and faith- 
ful. The Expedition’s progress from Nautanwa into 
upper Nepal via Butwal, Tansing, Baglung and Tu- 
kucha, their conquest Annapurna and then the ter- 
rible five-week retreat are recounted here good 
translation (apart from few oddities), illustrated with 
Marcel Ichac’s excellent maps, and with his photo- 
graphs mountain barriers never before seen. For 
these Frenchmen had redraw the existing maps 
this largely unexplored area; they had conduct ex- 
tensive and sometimes highly dangerous reconnaisance 
the glaciers Dhaulagiri before satisfying them- 
selves that that mountain offered possible route 
its summit; and when they turned toward Annapurna 
they had find first, the sense determining its 
approaches, and this called for some pretty feats rock 
climbing along its northwest ridge (see photo opposite 
156) before the ultimate route could found. 


Hanging like threat over them was climatic dead- 
line that brooked postponement, for Eric Shipton, 
himself renowned climber, points out appre- 
ciative Introduction, exploration, reconnaisance and as- 
sault all had achieved, all, within the short 
time between the winter snows and the onset the 
monsoon with its deadly avalanches. The fact that all 
three were achieved within one season unique 
climbing history. 


seems probable that this record will stand among the 
classics mountaineering achievement. tells 
most engaging and straightforward way the spirit that 
animated the group, the unselfish subordination per- 
sonal desires the good the team, all the details 
the complex problem supply, the establishment 
the camps from Camp 16,750 feet Camp 
24,600 feet; the final assault the summit and the 
subsequent near-brushes with death, and the appalling 
price that had paid Lachenal and, especially, 
Herzog terms frostbite, the excruciating operations 
the scene and others later the expert Dr. Oudot, 
and finally the tragic amputations toes and fingers 
the long trek back stretchers. Indeed, the book 
was dictated Herzog the American Hospital 
Paris full year after the climb. 


The reader, unless already familiar with moun- 
taineering literature, will surprised the extrava- 
gance the language employed those who have 
been touched the madness high places. That this 
adventure has made Herzog cripple for life reduced 
him tears—because means that now can’t climb 
the Eiger famous alpine peak). But otherwise 
sees religious experience. the final page 


the book declares his faith: 


“For us, the mountains had been natural field 
activity where, playing the frontiers life and 
death, had found the freedom for which were 
blindly groping and which was necessary 
bread. The mountains had bestowed their beau- 
ties, and adored them with child’s simplicity and 
revered them with monk’s veneration the divine.” 


The reading this book was gripping experience, and 
one which hope other readers all ages will share. 
But must confessed that produced your ‘re- 
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viewer two more less unharmonious reactions: 
boundless respect and admiration for the guts (there’s 
other word) Herzog and his companions; 
sense loss the substitution sport for religion, 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 


Washington 


Masters, John The Lotus and the Wind 
Viking. Jan. 1953. 275p. $3.00. 


Under the symbols lotus and wind, John Masters 
has written another whopping adventure India, full 
action, suspense and the uncertainties the human 
heart. The spirit Robin Savage searching wind, 
seeking inwardly find the meaning himself, out- 
wardly investigating the significance the men and 
things that impinge upon his being. Anne Hildreth 
the lotus, heavy with the perfumed fragrance her 
love for Robin. Their problem lies the peril attend- 
ant upon fulfillment: for the lotus moves, dies, and 
the wind ceases move, also dies. 


Robin, restless till knows the answer life, por- 
trayed someone very close mystic forced into 
life action. Anne, knowing only the inexorable 
reality her love, leaves stone unturned her 
endeavor make that love congruent with Robin’s 
metaphysical and/or religious need. 
twice branded coward the British colony 
Nowshera. the first instance, called coward 
because obeys like soldier. leads column 
men against the rebellious Ghilzais, takes the position 
commanded, and hesitates follow colleague who 
has gone headlong after the enemy. Maclan, Robin’s 
fellow officer, sees his men cut pieces ambush and 
barely escapes with his own life. For this Robin con- 
sidered coward. 


Ironically enough, Robin given second chance 
maintain the valorous traditions the regiment, the 
old school tie, etc. leads his men charge 
disloge the Ghilzais from the crest hill, drops 
his pistol, gets bullet the leg—and knows how 
futile would try explain that did not 


deliberately wound himself. “He had live among 
people, being alive and human, and was not equip- 
ped with the means for the task.” 


The working out this subtle, sometimes vague and 
overly-glamorized problem, takes place within the con- 
text secret-service story chock-full the Hitchcock 
brand suspense. Secret Service Commander, Major 
Hayling, one-eyed, middle-aged veteran the Indian 
Service with sense humor and deep understand- 
ing men, intuits the fact that Robin not really 
coward. inducts Robin into the Service and sends 
him out agent discover what Czarist Russia was 
plotting against the India 1881. Robin accom- 
panied his batman, Jagbir, wonderful character 
ever came out Kipling. For two years more 
Robin and Jagbir follow the leads that might reveal 
the Russian plan invasion. The very names the 
places where Robin and Jagbir meet danger, ring with 
the enchantment the Arabian Nights—Basra, Samar- 
kand, the Mongolian Steppes, Bukhara, Afghanistan, 
Kara Kum and the Hindu Kush. 
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Robin discovers the small, invisible half-truths that lurk 


even under the false leads follows. And 
learns, Anne also follows false leads learning how 
bind the restless Robin herself. She, too, discovers 
half-truths the forthright physical bond suggested 
Robin’s mother and the sophisticated, worldly affec- 
tations counseled Edith Collett, “fast” but fastidi- 
ous woman about the colony. While Robin plays for 
life stakes against Miralev and his lovely, dynamic Rus- 
sian wife-egent, Anne finds her answer straight- 
forward human love, unvarnished artifice, unstruc- 
tured with gadgetry. Robin learns too, the truth about 
himself and Anne, even discovers the truth the 
cryptic message which sent him into the half-world 
spying. 

The Lotus and the Wind all oneness, fine 
novel with the Aristotelean beginning, middle and end. 
Everyone ought enjoy its adventure. Adults will 
appreciate its undertone meaning. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Papini, Giovanni 
Michelangelo, His Life and His Era 
Translated Loretta Murname. Dutton. Dec. 1952. 
542p. $10.00. 

Obviously any reader Signor Papini’s work Michel- 
angelo Buonarroti has been labor love; one need 
not await the concluding paragraph which the au- 
thor confesses: have always loved him: his an- 
guish, his melancholy, his defeats.” Devout affection, 
almost rapturous respect for his subject evident 
every one these five hundred and 
Equally obvious the amount laborious note-taking 
and pondering over every scrap information dis- 
covered that has gone into the preparation this book. 


Oddly, however, and perhaps because the author’s 
emotional attachment artist centuries dead, the 
biography that results disappointing. The translator 
not fault; the translation flows with ease and only 
minor lapse idiom betrays the original 
Italian. One must conclude that the author’s lack 
detachment, the too-subjective interest brings 
his work which obscures Michelangelo behind the 
adoring Papini, who seems stand with fists clenched 
and fiery eye, all too ready engage fierce encounter 
defend his beloved from every. possible and all past 
slurs upon reputation, fame, integrity, inspiration, talent, 
ingenuity, mental acumen and 
Papini gets between Michelangelo and the reader; 
introduces strangers and then hovers continuously, 
almost jealously. 


There also too much segmentation the work; 
chopped into snippets; there are 185 chapters the 
532 pages, which figures out average slightly 
less than three pages chapter. And the chapters 
are not well integrated into forward-moving sequence. 
Each one seems separate skirmish with critics 
past and come; little eulogy. One gets the im- 
pression that one looking Michelangelo through 
many-faceted prism, which never reveals the whole 
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person; and distorts colors every part him can 
discern. Even though would difficult give 
completely rounded, three-dimensional picture this 
man who remains one the greatest artists all 
times—painter, sculptor, poet, magnificent- 
talented, tirelessly toiling, furiously energetic genius, 
one wonders whether this method Signor Papini 
capable doing the justice would most certainly 
like have done the object much his devotion. 


And for one, could derive from this book, clear 
picture the political, social, religious, economic back- 
ground which formed the era which Michelangelo 
lived. Those times were, sure, confusingly com- 
plicated with controversy: Guelph versus Ghibelline; 
intricately subtle and deviously cruel intrigues among 
small political units, city-states, duchies, counties; the 
ferment the Renaissance boiling like molten metal 
through the cultural and economic crust; personal 
feuds, national commercial expansion. All 
these defy and frequently defeat the historian. 


Yet, the credit side, found this long eulogic ac- 
count Michelangelo fascinating almost because 
apparently disorganized. There are, besides, frequent 
illuminating, often penetrating comment and apprecia- 
tion the fabulously varied works the physically 
ugly (but not repulsive) man who created much 
beauty. For one who has been prepared—who has 
learned Michelangelo and his era through more 
orthodox and ordered biography—Papini’s book can 
very pleasant excursion; book one might frequently 
pick browse through again and again. 


The many photographs which illumine the text are 
uniformly excellent, since all are taken from the superb 
camera study recently exhibited the film titled “The 
Titan.” And the publisher, Dutton Co., have made 
the book itself worthy contribution his hundredth 
anniversary book-making. 

Grady, 


University Scranton 


Henrey, Madeleine (Mrs. Robert Henrey) 
The Little Madeleine; the Autobiography 
Young French Girl 

Dutton. Jan. 12, 1953. 350p. $4.00. 


Frenchwoman who apparently has lived her later 
years England writes English this account the 
first 15-16 years her life Paris and the provinces 
during the firt two decades the 20th 
lessly conversational, completely uninhibited, she de- 
scribes the scenes, people and experiences she knew 
innocently and baldly they must have appeared 
the child’s eye. The resulting picture the French 
poor one which might have provided material for 
Bloy novel with its descriptions economic and social 
conditions, people and life-values; but which gives only 
those externals about the girl which she herself 
would have been conscious. Her mother stands out 


sharply; her father, with less iron his makeup, slightly 
less so; the neighbors and relatives wandering and out 
the pages take identity more slowly because they 
are more numerous, their histories more involved, while 
short. But the French tenements stand out 
clearly. 


One-room apartments without water heat 
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which whole families lived; gossipy dragon door- 
keepers; children playing the streets; the tragic state 
public health and inadequate medical care; sinister 
apache youths hugging the sides walls; women ped- 
dling laces and flowers, others sewing, making lace 
hats, order feed the families for which the uncer- 
tain and too easily drunk-up wages fathers were in- 
sufficient; meager, poor food (fried potatoes are men- 
tioned often delicacy indulged when cele- 
bration was order); injustices under which men 
worked and the ease with which they might laid off 
discharged without compensation; wholehearted be- 
lief fortune-telling—all combine make picture 
misery relieved child’s natural light-heartedness. 


Not surprisingly, sex and its concomitants played 
large role their lives. The child’s mother sewed for 
certain prostitutes; times the pretty clothes and 
easier lives these women stirred childish ambitions 
achieve the same status. Pre-marital and extra- 
marital incidents among friends and relations came 
the attention young children. Their young lives 
were spent among unwholesome conditions. 


Though Madame Gal had been entered the Ursuline 
convent school before all religious houses were expelled 
from France, and had been married priest, neither 
she nor her husband held any particular belief and 
certainly observed religious practices. Madeleine, 
born only few yards away from the Church the 
Sacre Coeur, had never been inside. Feeling need 
worship, she went the Protestant Church, except for 
one year spent London convent school. 


Characteristically and delightfully French are some 
the details and the flavor the narrative. read, 
for example, the account the summer Madeleine 
spent the country, priest and uniformed beadle 
passing down the aisle Mass, “with platter bread 
cake, offered every Sunday different parishioner, 
and which, before passing round cut into little 
squares, the priest would bless.” Another item offered 
without comment concerns the cemetery the Batig- 
nolles, “one the richest Paris, where families 
owned the land forever.” Very rarely, the adult Made- 
leine shows through, “To sew quickly and deftly 
(with thimble) and iron like these Paris women 
used are the loveliest gifts that woman can have.” 


Scenes and people appear and disappear kaleidoscopi- 
cally throughout the book, but interest remains high 
because the narrative compact and impulsive. Con- 
versation freely supplied, and times the reader 
wonders perhaps some the details even incidents 
may not have been also. However, the whole con- 
sistent and credible. Occasional sentences startle 
their lack unity and their inconsequential se- 
quences; the effect only reinforce the personality 
the author. Less compelling, less primitive and 
warmly vital than His Eye the Sparrow, this ac- 
count shares with that fine Negro biography the central 
thesis that one may rise sheer determination from 
appallingly underprivileged childhood estab- 
lished position the world. 

Helen Butler, Ph.D., 

Department Librarianship, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, 


Taylor, Telford Sword and Swastika 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 1952. $5.00. 
Sword and Swastika marks attempt trace the 
development the German officers’ corps from the 
Weimar Republic 1919 the conquest Poland 
1939. While this scope could criticized being 
too broad for so-called definitive study has the 
compensation offering overall view. Moreover, 
the emphasis Mr. Taylor’s portrayal upon the 
relationship between Hitler and the officers’ corps after 
1933. Perhaps the problem this relationship over- 
simplified when viewed Mr. Taylor outright 
alliance which both parties found each other 
dangerous but necessary vehicle for the attainment 
goals which both shared.” (p. viii) can agree 
that the generals sought “the re-establishment Ger- 
man military supremacy Europe” (p. 367) and that 
they were agreed with Hitler the necessity con- 
quering neighboring territory. One must recall, how- 
ever, that opinions differed among the generals 
the expediency annexing territory before the army 
was ready. 


Prior its alignment with Hitler the German officers’ 
corps had been important factor Germany. 
though defeated World War the remnant the 
former Imperial Army had proudly held its Prussian 
tradition. Under the leadership General von Seeckt, 
during the 1920’s the group 100,000 men developed 
into the nucleus future strong force. Having main- 
tained their tradition and continued their prestige 
with the business and professional classes through the 
Weimar Republic, the generals were position 
oppose Hitler March, 1933, when the Hitler cabinet 
assumed power Germany. However, leadership and 
firmness purpose were lacking. Two years later, 
General von Reichenau, Chief the Wehrmachtamt 
could declare that the German Army and the National 
Socialist Party were “the two pillars” the Reich. 
(quoted 109) 


Two events marked the subordination the officers’ 
corps Hitler. February, 1938, Hitler dismissed 
Field Marshal von Blomberg, the Minister War, and 
General von Fritsch, the Chief the General Staff, for 
rather flimsy reasons. The officers’ corps’ acceptance 
the dismissal the generals signified both moral 
defeat and lost opportunity for the 
second victory over the corps occurred when suc- 
ceeded annexing Czechoslovakia without bringing 
Germany into war. Both von Fritsch’s successor 
Chief the General Staff, General Beck, and the com- 
mander the western front, General Adam, had ob- 
jected the possible annexation Czechoslovakia 
the grounds that the German Army would not pre- 
pared for war. 


important sidelight Sword and Swastika the 
contribution the German industrialists Germany’s 
mobilization for war. the same time the army 
was being prepared for war the 1920’s, the Krupp 
factory worked designs for future arms, and the 
chemical trust Farbenindustrie developed 
processes whereby Germany would become self-suffi- 
cient basic ingredients warfare. 


The author Sword and Swastika, officer the 
military intelligence service the American Army 
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during World War and the chief counsel for the 
prosecution war criminals Nuremberg, was 
position master the materials has used his 
book. The principal part his sources drawn from 
the documents and testimonies presented the Major 
War Criminals Trials Nuremberg. The author dis- 
plays mastery over this complex material, using the 
various testimonies best advantage and carefully 
the documents presented. particular in- 
terest are his use Hitler’s plans for the invasion 
Austria and Czechoslovakia presented the Hoss- 
bach minutes (pp. 139-145) and his plan for the in- 
vasion Poland delineated the Schmundt minutes 
(pp. 271-278). some instances, more indication 
what sources were being used would increase the 
value this book. .For instance, 38, mem- 
orandum the German ambassador Russia 1922, 
Count Breckdorff-Rantzau, according the author’s 
interpretation, revealed the ambassador being op- 
posed German-Russian rapprochement. refer- 
ence the source the memorandum made, 
however. Frequently the context statement may 
alter its meaning. Again, presenting the factual 
data pp. 95-97 Farben’s research activities 
prior 1933 there indication what sources 
were being used. 


Mr. Taylor’s study the relations between the Ger- 
man officers and the leader the Nazi Party valu- 
able work. The role the German officers’ corps 
the Third Reich significant problem, one might 
consider central understanding modern 
Germany. utilizing important source materials 
challenging introduction further research. 


Madeleine Engle-Janosi, M.A., 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Gurian, Waldemar 
Bolshevism: Introduction Soviet 
Communism 

Notre Dame Press. 


July 29, 1952. 189p. 
With little fear contraditicn may said that 
Soviet Communism puzzles not only the ordinary 
American citizen but our professional policy makers 
well. believe that Communists misunderstand 
democracy, the retort can justly made that few 
understand Communism. Our policy toward Russia 
during the last war and the post-war era, our attitude 
toward the communization China may the result 
deliberate sabotage fellow travelers our diplo- 
matic service but more likely the consequence 
deplorable ignorance. 


Soviet Communism not easy understand; com- 
plex both its doctrine and its historical evolution. 
Anyone looking for simple explanation Soviet 
Communism seeking the impossible. Dr. Gurian’s 
new publication, small size, encyclopedic its treat- 
ment, brilliant its analysis, accurate its historical 
approach, will pay great dividends the person who 
will read thoughtfully because develops the fol- 
lowing ideas. 


Gurian 225 


Bolshevism not Communism its philosophical 
essence which western doctrine expounded Karl 
Marx. Bolshevism Communism has been his- 
torically determined its Russian environment and 
reality. Russia, Lenin succeeded fashioning Bol- 
shevism out Karl Marx’s philosophical theories. 
one thing study the philosophy Communism; 
quite another understand the policy Bolshevism 
Soviet Communism. This distinction emphasized 
the first section this book. 


Communism not only philosophy, political 
and social religion. alone provides the truth about 
the nature the universe and society, and alone 
comprehends their development. Socialists maintain 
that this development will take place gradually and 
peacefully but the Bolsheviks insist upon the necessity 
violence. Violence not the last resort for them, 


The Party Russia was the creation 
Lenin, whose indomitable will and evil genius are re- 
vealed these pages. The Party has been consolidated 
and strengthened Stalin, who follows Lenin’s prin- 
ciples and strategy. Dr. Gurian’s opinion Stalin has 
not abandoned Lenin’s policies although the passage 
time has necessitated certain decisions which Lenin 
might have made differently himself. The historical 
evolution Bolshevism under Stalin briefly and 
vigorously portrayed this book. The five year plans, 
the purges, the changes diplomatic policy are shown 
the results conviction that Bolshevism the 
answer the world’s problems and the ultimate stage 
evolving human history. 


The Soviet leaders are convinced that the world 
divided ideologically into two hostile camps: Bolshev- 
ism and the rest the world. Between these two 
groups there must conflict until one overcomes the 
other. There may periods relative peace when- 
ever such peace may the advantage Soviet 
Communism. possible that capitalistic countries 
will squabble among themselves and thus precipitate 
their own destruction; possible that they may col- 
lapse from inherent economic weaknesses. Soviet Rus- 
sia will never anything weaken its own economic 
and political position because confident ulti- 
mate victory. But the capitalistic world definitely 
becomes inferior Soviet Russia power potential, 
then the Communists will not hesitate hasten de- 
mocracy’s demise war and violence. 


The last part this book demonstrates that Bolshevism 
has become world power not merely because its 
domination Russia and its victory World War 
but also because many respects meets the demands 
twentieth century society. That Soviet Communism 
the final result sociological secularism appears 
logically irrefutable. raises moral and religious 
well political, economic and military issues. Power 
overcome the Bolshevik danger but 
power alone not sufficient. considering Bolshev- 
ism both its philosophical and historical develop- 
ment may sharpen our own philosophical and social 
concepts and thus succeed effectuating necessary 
social and political reforms. 


General Eisenhower and the members his new 
administration would read this book, the American 
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people would assured enlightened and realistic 
policy toward Soviet Russia. But Americans truly 
believe democracy they will acquaint themselves 
with the real nature Soviet Communism reading 
this penetrating book themselves, thus strengthening 
their own intellectual convictions that they can con- 
structively criticize official policy. 


appendix excerpts from pertinent Soviet docu- 
ments and source materials, selective bibliography and 
adequate index enhance the value this important 
book. 

Harry Koenig, 

Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, 


Webb, Walter Prescott The Great Frontier 
Houghton, Mifflin. Dec. 1952. 434p. $5.00. 


Since the time, sixty years ago, when Frederick Jackson 
Turner introduced his famous theory the formative 
influence the frontier upon American democracy, 
frontier theorists and historians have poured forth hun- 
dreds studies designed enlarge, correct, modify, 
refute Turner’s notions. Webb may well regarded 
Turner disciple who wishes much further 
than his master; his Great Frontier sometimes 
startling, sometimes puzzling, always interesting con- 
tribution the literature frontier history. Unlike 
Turner, however, Webb’s discussion the great frontier 
not confined account the influence termi- 
nal points American history. is, rather, pre- 
occupied with the place the frontier world history; 


his preoccupation, fortified his ability control 
seminar interested graduate students the Univer- 
sity Texas, has resulted this unusual book. 


The Great Frontier stimulating and challenging 


work. is, the some time, provoking, due its 
appeals non-historical knowledge, non-scientific 
techniques. 


Turner’s thesis rested the assumption that democ- 
racy and certain other peculiarly American institutions 
had developed this country the result the suc- 
cessive pushing back frontiers. The process dis- 
cussed 1893 was, then declared, virtually com- 
pleted. Webb envisions much greater frontier, 
much mightier process, and much lengthier line 
march for humanity. seems, indeed, believe 
three-dimensional frontier, rather than purely 
linear one. “great frontier” all the lands 
opened penetration exploration European 
influences since the sixteenth century. For Webb, the 
period the great frontier four-centuries’ long era, 
from about the beginning the sixteenth century 
1890-1910. This frontier now closed, and society 
entering upon new phase development, about 
which may learn from studying the records past, 
closed civilizations, such the one which existed 
Europe before the beginning the age exploration. 


This “great frontier” contrasted sharply with the kind 
life led the settled portions Europe, which 
Webb refers the Metropolis. Distinctions between 
life the Metropolis and life the Frontier resulted 
everywhere, not just America, sharp changes 
affecting all sorts conventional patterns. Africa, 


Webb 
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Australia, and South America, well North 
America, new mores appeared, evoked the challenge 
new situations. Economic and political institutions 
were drastically modified, scrapped altogether, and 
social cultural differences followed their example. 
Webb’s account these changes always interesting, 
though not always completely convincing. must 
remembered, however, that here advancing 
hypothesis, and that his purpose not convince, but 
inspire truly scientific reactions his ideas. 


Inseparably bound with his notion vast, world- 
wide frontier, super safety-valve for western civiliza- 
tion, Webb’s idea that this kind civilization has 
been experiencing, since about 1500, Great Boom, 
which now virtually ended, and which cannot 
repeated. Economic factors are now relatively certain 
and well identified, and can longer operate bring 
about Boom the kind which Webb envisages 
continuing throughout four hundred years, bringing 
its full flowering and then decay the mercantile 
tem—which praises, quite refreshingly, for its posi- 
tive contributions—and substituting then the capitalist 
system with each its modern modifications. Now 
that the Boom period over, and society settling 
down something like the stability once experi- 
enced, time, Webb contends, examine the pres- 
ent condition affairs, and arrive fruitful under- 
standing the past order make the best use 
the present. 


one could quarrel with such commendable ambi- 
tion, nor could many object Webb’s request for the 
scholarly examination and inspection his thesis which 
goal. The concept “great frontier” and “great 
boom” deserve painstaking examination 
tion. The scope review, one book, one 
seminar, even one lifetime, would prove too 
limited grant Professor Webb’s ideas the attention 
they deserve. For the guidance possible readers, 
however, for Webb and his associates themselves, 
the following reservations might noted. 


The inclusion much economic guess-work—though 
called scientific calculated—in the early stages 
the work cannot but militate against its final value. 
give tables for land and population statistics, based 
admittedly faulty simply non-existent figures, 
simply not scientific nor scholarly procedure, nor 
fair fail provide uniform interpretations such 
figures. 


Some the arguments are incredibly naive their 
presentation. Why scholar Professor 
stature should bother trying make argument vivid 
materializing Admirable Crichton cast beyond 
this writer. Certainly the drama had element 
surprise, interest, vitality. Its contents could have 
been reduced four five paragraphs, instead 
twice that many pages, with sacrifice forcefulness. 
Similarly, the virtue which claimed for the elimina- 
tion most footnotes vitiated the inclusion 
the text much which does not belong there. 

One highly interesting set arguments must 
tioned conclusion. Professor Webb contends that 
frontier religion has quality all its own, too. 
notes the revivalist spirit characteristic the fron- 
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tier, and declares that Anglicanism could not survive 
there. does not here discuss Catholicism, but con- 
cludes his remarks the churches saying that 
the corporate society which has evolved out that 
the frontier the one perfect corporation, the Catholic 
Church, obviously best suited our present exist- 
ence. Like much else contained this book, this 
statement presents much food for thought. pity 
that the solidity much the argument, and the 
carefully tested hypotheses much more, should 
marred other portions which contain nothing 
more than the inspired guessing the amateur anti- 
quarian—brilliant guessing, plausible and appealing, but 
insecurely based, and often wrong. 


Sister Marie Carolyn, O.P., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Slaughter, Frank The Galileans 
Doubleday. Jan. 1953. 307p. $3.50. 

Many author’s imagination has been fired the 
project re-creating the lives 
figures, men women whose characters are fasci- 
nating their biographical records are brief. Frank 
Slaughter, whose novels have generally presented homo 
medicus and his problems, found himself unable 
resist the possibilities Mary Magdalen’s story, after 
had introduced her The Road Bithynia (1951). 
The sub-title his latest work, The Galileans, informs 
that this novel Mary Magdalene,” and 
great extent the book just that. But even more 
the story another physician, Joseph Galilee, the 
honorable and persistent wooer Mary. 


Joseph was young man with growing practice and 
varied clientele which ran from the Galilean poor 
Pontius Pilate when first met Mary. 
and half-Jewish, Mary was the adopted daughter the 
Greek musician, Demetrius, and she was singer and 
dancer the streets when Joseph first encountered her 
and fell love with her. Her rash decision accept 
invitation entertain Pilate and his guests ended 
her ravishment Pilate’s nephew, Gaius Flaccus. 
From that time on, Mary was consumed with bitter 
hatred her attacker, and pursue plan ven- 
geance she departed for Alexandria—with gold clan- 
destinely borrowed from Joseph, who had become her 
betrothed. Five years later, Joseph went Alexandria, 
further his medical knowledge, and discovered that 
Mary was Flamen, the toast the entertainment world 
the Egyptian city, and had already captivated and 
tuined prominent Romans. Through her influence with 
the Roman gymnasiarch, Plotinus, Gaius Flaccus was 
invited Alexandria, where great spectacle 
honor Dionysius, Flaccus, who played the part the 
god, was stabbed Mary before the astonished spec- 
tators. remarkable succession melodamatic in- 
cidents, Mary, save Joseph from death, became the 
voluntary slave Flaccus, who had been only super- 
ficially wounded. 

the last third the book, Mary discovers Christ, 
freed her bondage the death Flaccus, and 
quixotically puts off the requests Joseph that their 
betrothal end marriage. Nor does she ever become 
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Joseph’s wife, the book goes detail their gradu- 
ally increasing co-operation the ministry Christ. 
After Christ’s Resurrection, Joseph, last confirmed 
believer Christ’s divinity, comforted the end 
with Mary’s promise that they will spend their future 
together, working spread the new faith. 


Doctor Slaughter’s excursion into the world the 
Gospels was not made without some preparation, and 
must have devoted considerable time study 
the age about which wrote. The section dealing 
with Alexandrian life teems with the gleanings 
scholarship, and equally evident that the author 
sought portray accurately the customs and practices 
his many Jewish characters. Much liberty has been 
taken with historical characters, sometimes violation 
the evangelists’ writings, but the tone the work 
reverent, and the author has not sought titillate his 
readers with delvings into the world sensuality and 
vice. There are some features the story which Cath- 
olics, particular, will hardly accept—the failure 
justice the Blessed Mother, and the fumbling uncer- 
tainty which characterizes the Saviour’s conception 
His mission. His miracles, such the raising the 
daughter Jairus, are explained away. 
the bizarre scene which closes the action Alexandria 
flaw. One would like deal more generously with 
work evident, painstaking effort, but Dr. Slaughter 
has not been notably successful bringing life the 
ancient world Mary Magdalen and her contem- 


poraries. 
Dennis McCarthy, O.P., Ph.D., 
Chairman, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Cosgrove, John Cedar Lebanon 
McMullen. Nov. 17, 1952. 490p. $3.75. 

was Paul Tarsus who called him Cedar 
Lebanon, this Roman noble and soldier, this lusty 
epicurean pagan whom Christians know Longinus, 
the soldier whose lance drew blood and water from the 
side crucified Redeemer. And Paul called him 
because was the support the infant Church 
depicted this long and panoramic novel, the first 
from the pen sixty-seven year old Kansas City 
lawyer. With excerpts from the Gospels and sections 
from the Acts, Mr. Cosgrove has woven tale the 
infant Church with Vitus Curtius (later Longinus) 
his central character. 


This Vitus Curtius began life rather dissolute 
pagan yet with elements nobility his character. 
went from scrape scrape until ended 
common soldier. His father had met Joseph and Mary 
and had been impressed their trip 
Judea, Vitus also met the Holy Family and Jesus Him- 
self. There also pursued Mary Magdala and hav- 
ing sunk his fortune jewel for her, was soundly 
bilked and turned adrift despair. 


sketchy form the novel recounts the events leading 
the Crucifixion with Vitus meeting Andrew the 
Apostle and forming liaison with Judith, Jewish 
woman whose husband had been imprisoned for years. 
Vitus gambles with Pilate for Jesus’s life and wins but 


Yeo Van Druten Park 


Pilate reneges and all efforts prevent the Crucifixion 
are futile. charge the guard the Tomb Vitus 
witnessed the Resurrection but without seeing Christ. 
Through the efforts Simon Peter, Andrew, Barnabas 
and finally the Blessed Virgin, herself, Vitus began 
believe Christianity but could not accept since 
meant leaving Judith. Their problem was solved when 
Judith was killed and Vitus tortured Jews revenge. 
From then Vitus devoted his life helping the 
Apostles establish the Church from Asia Minor 
Britain. task was too arduous, from that 
Roman official the life soldier Britain. And 
everywhere went preached word and example 
the new religion. Even among his family converted 
the most obdurate and saw his nephew become Pope 
Linus. Martyrdom exchange for another nephew 
was his final end. 


Longinus has figured many books ere now but, 
say the least, John Cosgrove has created entirely 
new and different character for him. From glut- 
tonous, hard-drinking, hard-gaming, selfish and disso- 
lute pagan Vitus (Longinus) becomes hard-working, 
humble, self-giving Christian whose only aim 
spread Christianity. still loved eat and even 
won the freedom Paul dicing-bout with Nero 
but his private life was ascetic and his humility was 
great his earlier pride. was saint but 
rather rowdy saint whose bulk and joie vivre might 
seem bit excessive even for Heaven. Mr. Cosgrove 
has taken great deal literary license with his main 
characters but has kept essential facts true the Bible 
narrative. The writing bit naive times, other 
times somewhat preachy and character motivation 
frequently belabored. But, the whole, the story 
both readable and interesting. can recommended 
profitable for all. 


Yeo, Margaret The Greatest the Borgias 
Bruce. Dec. 10, 1952. 294p. $3.50. 

This reprint Margaret Yeo’s biography the third 
General the Society Jesus well turned out. 
printer’s devil has presented with the “dun grey and 
golden green live and orange orchards” the end 
the very first paragraph the book, and the picture 
Borgia the dust jacket—presumably the one 
mentioned author’s note the frontispiece—is, 
say the very least, memorable; but the total job 
satisfactory. 

The biography was well received the time its first 
publication 1936. that time the modern em- 
phasis personality hagiography and deemphasis 
marvels and austerities were more unusual than 
present, but not more reasonable. The picture 
Francis Borgia emerges with clarity and conviction. His 
was full life, whatever else may said 
it, was not dull. himself, not the most agree- 
able the saints, was quite thoroughly admirable 
man who discharged multiplicity obligations well, 
who really worked like fiend throughout his life, who 
began adoring his excellent wife and ended de- 
serving well the young Society Jesus. Francis 
was born high station, and expect that fact gnaws 
little stubborn democrats and lifelong nonenti- 
ties, but the saint was real saint for all that. 


Best 


difficult fair modern hagiography after 
one has read the superlative work Father James 
Brodrick, S.J., but would gross distortion 
minimize the value so-called popular lives saints. 
Many who would oppressed the precision and 
exalted scholarship Brodrick will read with 
pleasure and profit the somewhat romantic and poetic 
and highly colored biographies Yeo. Margaret has 
gone her reward, and should rich. She loved 
the saints whom she wrote, and many another will 
love them because she wrote. 


Vincent McCorry, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Van Druten, John Playwright Work 
Harper. Jan. 1953. 210p. $3.00. 

chatty and unprofound manner Mister Van Druten 
has dashed off this brief discussion his personalized 
approach the problems playwriting. Having been 
for over twenty-five years and having had some 
financially successful hits his credit, has tried 
reply many people who have asked him “how 
did it.” 

Obviously, work this sort has limited appeal, 
although has been said often the theater that for 
every play produced the American stage there are 
some 60,000 lying around the attics and trunks 
frustrated Marlowes. true, this still not rule 
book nor guide containing any short-cut formulae. 
Cognizant all the accepted “rules” laid down 
Archer, Baker, Sardou, Van Druten primarily con- 
cerned with telling his unique approach. quali- 
fies that not for everyone who would write for the 
theater; that not always successful for him. (His 
newest, I’ve Got Sixpence, closed after eight perform- 


anyone not familiar with Van Druten’s plays, this 
book might serve revealing introduction. 
urbane amoralist whose themes and treatment are ab- 
solutely for adults only. And even then with strong 
reservations. For example, sexual license (to use 
weaker word than promiscuity) is, many his 
plays, source reputedly “delightful 
cated rather tragic because there are, 
too, these same plays, flashes real compassion and 
understanding the human heart which reveal 
undeniable talent large magnitude. Perhaps one 
day the playwright will shift the focus his spotlight 
from libido-ridden psyches richer areas the un- 
quiet souls men. 

John Coppinger, 

University Maryland, 

College Park, Maryland 


* 


Park, Ruth The Witch’s Thorn 
Houghton, Mifflin, with Ballantine books. Dec. 15, 1952. 
209p. $0.35. 

This book original novel published simultaneously 
hardbound and paperbound editions. 

Here really well told story—characters living and 
believable, well developed and sound. The story 
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young girl, the illegitimate child married man and 
single The child, after the death her grand- 
mother, pushed from relative relative, sometimes 
wanted, more frequently unwanted. Finally, after be- 
ing dragged off her father, brutal man, and forced 
live hovel, hated his wife and legitimate chil- 
dren, Bethell welcomed family Maoris and 
future peace and security assurred for the child. 
great deal humor takes the edge bitterness off 
the story and makes both pleasant and worthwhile 
reading. Miss Park knows New Zealand, both country 
and people from her childhood—she has done very 
well it. 

Jeanne Marie Popecki, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Chase, James Hadley The Double Shuffle 
Dutton Gilt Edged Mystery. Jan. 1953. 224p. $2.50. 


There nothing any reviewer can say that will induce 
you buy this book sure peeking through its 
pages will. Skim through the front find young 
showgirl meagre ambitions and minor talents insured 
for $100,000. Flip little further find she’s not only 
insured one company for that amount but that nine 
other companies have the same identical policy her. 
Skip bit find she twin; suspect fraud and find 
murder. Have the corpse identified two different 
people and then find neither. Then, and only 
then, close the book and leave unfinished you can. 


The Double Shuffle brain teaser not solved acci- 
dent nor conjecture, but industrious investigation. 
That’s the way Steve Harmas, the National Fidelity 
Insurance Investigator, assigned the case, solves it. 
This not rabbit out hat magic but real honest 
double shuffle. done right before your 
eyes, but you are still caught wide-eyed and gaping 
when you add who, how and why. 


For knitting your wits together—but this. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Winston, Commander Bob, USNR 

Fun the Water 
Osborn, Foster Smith. Nov. 18, 1952. 62p. $1.00. 
11” text, amusingly illustrated with drawings 
Eric Gurney, tells you how you can learn swim 
swim better using “magic eye,” which 
say face mask which makes you breath through your 
mouth, you must when swimming, and lets you keep 
your eyes open under water not only see where you 
are going but the sights seen underwater. There 
are helpful hints how use arms and legs best 
advantage when swimming; how rubber flippers give 
added power your kicking the water. And the 
fine art spear-fishing, hunting submarine life 
submarine fashion, engagingly explained. 
Altogether, this book should prove worth dollar 
any father interested teaching his small fry swim; 
and he’ll learn lot didn’t know before. Anyone 
who can read should able understand the text, 


too, for quite free technical terms and gobble- 
dygook. 


Perelman, The Clavichord 
Simon Schuster. Oct. 24, 1952. 245p. $2.95. 


The title, course, has nothing with the con- 
tents the book. The publisher describes hash; 
but what diet for the true Perelman fan! Perhaps 
should noted that takes some practice come 
under the spell man who half Groucho Marx 
and half Mark Twain. The uninitiated will probably 
see very little howl about the forest semi- 
legitimate words and impossible crescendos, the false 
climaxes and smart-aleck endings. 


with olives Scotch whiskey, the taste for Perel- 
man must acquired. It’s usually worth the trouble. 


This Believe 

The living philosophies one hundred thoughtful men and 
women all walks life—as written for and with fore- 
word Edward Murrow. Edited Edward Morgan. 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 24, 1952. 200p. $3.00 cloth; 
$1.00 paper. 

This book that might easy overlook; and 
don’t think would catastrophic you did. How- 
ever, there something intriguing book that re- 
flects the philosophy what are wont classify 
the man.” Here are gathered the personal 
reflections life some the great and near great, 
well many people whom most never 
heard before. One could very well say that the 
group people here represented fair cross section 
America; such, might say that here as- 
sembled, then, the personal philosophy that all-im- 
portant creature, the Average American. 


One alternately moved the sentiment that man’s 
ultimate purpose spiritual one the one hand, 
and little scared another’s belief that man’s essen- 
tial worth the world stems from his productivity. 
The one undercurrent all the philosophies taken 
group, however, comforting one, and might thus 
stated: it’s worth crystalizing one’s philosophy 
life, and the more one thinks about life, the more the 
worth the basic spiritual values makes itself felt. 
This not great book, but reflection the 
American mind. 


Popular Mechanics’ Picture History American 
Transportation 

Edited Edward Throm (and others). Simon 
Schuster, 1952. 312p., one thousand illustrations. $5.00. 
With the great national revival interest the history 
the American automobile, this book takes par- 
ticular significance. does not limit itself any one 
field but rather covers all the classic means trans- 
portation. The arrangement the book chronologi- 
cal, ranging from colonial days the transportation 
the future. One remarkable fact emerges from the 
orderly treatment: each phase American history 
seems have featured particular kind transporta- 
tion, e.g., the age the prairie schooner, the era 
thé sailing ships, and the gay days the bicycle, etc. 


230 Sandoz Leigh Lancaster Wren Hale 
Christie Slaughter Hemingway 


The pictures are excellent and well chosen; the text, 
quality, above average for this kind 
book. history picture book worth owning. 


Joseph Popecki, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


REPRINTS 


Sandoz, Mari Slogum House 


Dell (copyright 1937). 384p. $0.35. 

complex and unpleasant story woman whose 
greed for money and power makes her turn her sons 
into weaklings and thieves, her daughters into prosti- 
tutes. Not really worth wading through. 


Leigh, Michael Rogue Errant 
Permabooks division Doubleday Co., Inc.), 1953. 
352p. $0.35. Original Crowell edition, 1952, reviewed 
vol. 11, no. 17, Dec. 1951, 177-8. 

the early days Restoration England, when Charles 
was roistering Whitehall, young rakehelly, named 
Garret O’Cahan, wined, wenched and gambled his 
patrimony away Dublin, making enemy, did 
so, one St. Mars, mysterious English gentleman 
whose light love has stolen and whose arm has 
crippled with pistol ball. fast paced adventure 
story with more than bit contemporary argot and 
dash romance. From its ending there would seem 
sequel. Its objectionable features include great 
deal duelling, vulgar sexual slang and one lewd bed- 
room scene. 


Lancaster, Bruce The Scarlet Patch 
Permabooks division Doubleday Co., Inc.), 1953. 
505p. $0.35. Original Little, Brown edition, 1947, re- 
viewed vol. no. May 15, 1947, 40-1. 

This story the foreign-born who enlisted volun- 
tarily the Northern Armies during the Civil War 
order preserve the Union and thereby continue the 
fight for freedom which had foundered several years 
before the Old World. also draws the element 
racial prejudice against foreigners remnant 
the earlier Know Nothing movement. There very 
little mar this romance-adventure story, which makes 
suitable adult reading. 


Wren, Percival Christopher Beau Geste 
Permabooks (originally Lippincott) 1952. 413p. $0.35. 
English family who join the French Foreign Legion. 
Truly adventurous story since involves the theft 
famous sapphire, much desert fighting and ends 


Best SELLERs 


with the return only one the brothers. good 
suggestion for dull evening. 


Hale, Nancy The Prodigal Women 
Permabooks division Doubleday Co., Inc.), 
640p. $0.50. Perma Special.) Original Scribners edi- 
tion, 1942, reviewed vol. no. 15, Oct. 14, 1942, 
177-80. 

This the story three women Boston-New York 
society who threw their lives away with the utmost 
prodigality attempt obtain security according 
the standards modern materialism. rather in- 
tricate and not too clearly written book abounding 
illicit sex whose characters are all preoccupied with 
motivations self interest and material happiness. Not 
recommended. 


Christie, Agatha They Came Bagdad 
Pocket Books (Dodd-Mead, 1951). 215p. $0.25. 


Typically well done, this more spy story than 
the mystery one usually expects from Agatha Christie. 
exciting story girl who follows the man she 
loves Bagdad and there becomes involved inter- 
national plot destroy all hope future world-wide 
peace. 


Slaughter, Frank Battle Surgeon 
1952 (originally Doubleday Co.). 380p. 
Mr. Slaughter follows his usual method story-tell- 
ing—great quantities sex and surgery. His whole 
philosophy that every once while every man 
needs night the gutter spur him greater 
efforts. completely amoral. 


Jeanne Marie Popecki, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Hemingway, Ernest 

Across the River and Into the Trees 
Dell, 1953. Dell Book) 320p. $0.35. Original Scrib- 
ners edition, c1950, reviewed vol. 10, no. 13, Oct. 
1950, 101-2. 
The story Colonel Cantwell’s last remaining days 
slim; what more important mood and characteriza- 
tion; only one two the characters are carefully 
drawn. The supporting cast sketched only give 
place the star performer. Every Hemingway product 
exhibition; this one seems exhibition 
match only and not the championship bout. such, 
success and should harm adult reader. 
trifle too highly seasoned for the immature. 


Double 
Mr. 
story 
Spain 
rigo 
the 
New 

cheate 
velv 
sequer 
the 
any 


career 


cident 


phere 
ings 
argum 
the 
life, 
comm 
Brood: 
tion 
uncon 
them. 
This 
Marae 

aran 
expost 
the 


The 
phant 
disillu 
fame 
their 
stake 
her 
anity, 
the 
power 
Reven 
for fir 
Marae 


